jii uit: umcwiienjonnson was living m Exeter-street he was not engaged on the magazine. Nevertheless the main facts may be true enough. Johnson himself told Uoswcll (post, May 13,1778) that in Lord Chesterfield's Miscellaneous Works (ii. 319) there were two speeches ascribed to Chesterfield which he had himself entirely written. Horace Walpole (Letters, i. 147) complained that the published report of his own first speech 'did not contain one sentence of the true one.' Johnson, in his preface to the Literary Magazine of 1756, seems to confess what he had done, unless, indeed, he was altogether making himself the mere month-piece of the publisher. He says:—'We shall not attempt to give any regular series of debates, or to amuse our readers with senatorial rhclorick. The speeches inserted in other papers have been long known to he fictitious, and produced sometimes by men who never heard the debate, nor had any aiUhcntick information. We have no design to impose thus grossly on our readers.' (Works, v. 363-)
The secret that Johnson wrote these Debates was indeed well kept. He seems to lie aimed ut in a question that was put to Cave in his examination before the House of Lords in 1747. 'Being asked "if he ever had any person whom he kept in pay to make speeches for him," he said, "he never had."' (Par/, Hist. xiv. Go.) Herein he lied in order, no doubt, to screen Johnson. Forty-four years later Horace Wnlpolc wrote (Letters, ix. 319), 'I never knew Johnson wrote the speeches in the Gentleman's Magazine till he died.' Johnson told -Boswcll 'that as soon as he found that they were thought genuine lie determined that he would write no more of them, " for he would not be accessory lo the propagation of falsehood.'" (Ante, p. 152.) .One of his Debates was translated into French, German, and Spanish (Gent, Mag. xiii. 59), and, no doubt, was accepted abroad as authentic. "VVhen he learnt this his conscience might well have received a shock. That it did receive a shock seems almost capable of proof. It was in the number of the Magazine for February, 1743—at tne beginning of March, that is lo say—that the fact of these foreign translations was made known. The last Debate that Johnson wrote was for the asnd day of February in ihnt year. In 1740, 1741, and 1742, he had worked steadily at his Debates. The beginning of r?43 found Ilim no lcss busy. His task suddenly came to an end. Among foreign nations Jiis speeches were read as the very words of English statesmen. To the propagation of such a falsehood as this he would no longer be accessory. Fifteen years later Smollett Quoted them as if they were genuine (Hist&ry &j England, iii, 73). Here, however, Johnson's
consciencenswer: "Then, » ir, ynn linve i-xra-dctl DcinnMlu-ncs himself, for to »ny (hat you linvc exceeded Fiaiic-ln's / ft-wnsf/iews, wmild he wiyin^ notldiiK." The rmi of the ctunpnny lit^inwc-d lavish i-iMniniiuniH <>tt Jnlmnon ; mit>, in paiiii ular, prnincd his huparuidity ; nhsi-ivitiM, that he de.ili out rt.-;i»(in and clmjuciuc with an equal hand to bnlh |iartii-s. "That is not ([in'tn liue/'iiiiiil Jnlmsmi ; "I Bjivcd appcaraiH'cs tolcmlily wc:lt, hut 1 tunk rare that llieWniti lutiiH should n«H liavu tlic hchl uf il."' Murpiiy'H Life
